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Full name Republic of Madagascar

Location Long : 43°14 - 50°27 E ;Lat: 

11°57 - 25°29 S

Total Country Area 587,040 km²

Total population 22,585,517 inhabitants 

Population below 

poverty line

92% (WB,2013)

Gross Domestic  

Product  per 

inhabitant

465 USD in 2011 (WB,2013)

Human 

DevelopmentIndex

0,480 (year 2011), Rank: 143

22 Regions, 112 districts, 1395 communes, 17454 

fokontany

92% of the population living under poverty (2 USD)

MADAGASCAR PROFILE



TOP 5 Conservation Facts

ÅMadagascar's accomplishment of the Durban 
Declaration commitments: Protected Area 
coverage increasing from 1.7 million hectares to 6 
million hectares over the past decade.

ÅtwaΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
regulatory frameworks for community 
management of marine and coastal resources, in 
addition to tripling the extent of Madagascar's 
marine protected areas by 2020 [Sydney Promise].

ÅMarine Protected Areas covering 926,952 ha.
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Knowns and unknowns of dugongs and sea 
grasses 

ÅK-5ǳƎƻƴƎΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŜŎŘƻǘŀƭ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
threats

ÅK- Dugong social and cultural value for Malagasy 
communities

ÅU- Seagrass ecosystem distribution

ÅU- Seagrass biomass and productivity, roles as carbon sink, 
connectivity and interaction with adjacent ecosystems

ÅU-5ǳƎƻƴƎΩǎ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΣ ǾƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ 
population, migration, status

ÅU ςInteraction with artisanal and industrial fisheries, 
maritime transport

ÅU ςEcology, behavior, connectivity and genetics 
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The Biggest Challenges and Issues 

ÅFood insecurity

ÅLaw enforcement 

ÅLocal communities ownership and commitment

ÅSynergy and coordination with other 
conservation and sectoral initiatives

ÅInteraction with other sectors such as industrial 
fisheries, oil and gas development, tourism 
(infrastructure), maritime navigation

ÅRemoteness of intervention areas

ÅScience based information
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MG1 - Building a model for long-term community 
based conservation of seagrass-dependent 
biodiversity in Madagascar



Barren Isles
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Å9 islands located off west coast

Å4,000 km2

ÅIƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ aŀŘŀƎŀǎŎŀǊΩǎ 
healthiest reefs

Å4,000 traditional fishers

ÅThreatened by destructive 
fishing, illegal fishing and 
commercial mining

ÅAim to secure local livelihoods 
through empowering 
community to manage their 
marine resources ςand creation 
of a protected area.



Outputs

20 - 21 October 2015 Colombo, Sri Lanka 8

© G. Cripps

ÅImplement community-based seagrass 
management.

ÅCreate a blueprint for local seagrass 

stewardship to feed into MIHARI network.

ÅSecure rights-based fisheries management.

ÅReduce destructive fishing methods.



MG2 - Fisher knowledge, awareness and behaviour 
change for the conservation of dugongs and 
seagrass using the MIHARI network of LMMAS
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