Terms of Reference

Job Description

Summary

Project: Enhancing the Conservation Effectiveness of Seagrass Ecosystems Supporting Globally Significant Populations of Dugongs across the Indian and Pacific Ocean Basins (short title: Dugong and Seagrass Conservation Project).
Post title: legal consultant to develop an analysis and review of the loopholes of the legislation on and the conservation of dugongs and seagrass and propose recommendations for legislation and policy reforms.

Duration: 5 months
Date Required: 23 October 2017
Duty station: home based
1. Background

The Dugong and Seagrass Conservation Project will use GEF funding to enhance the conservation of the dugong (Dugong dugon) and its associated seagrass ecosystems in eight countries in the Indo-Pacific region, namely Indonesia, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mozambique, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Timor-Leste and Vanuatu.

Mozambique is running six Projects, namely: Development of community-based activities to improve local engagement in marine management in the Bazaruto Archipelago (MZ1); The distribution of dugongs in the coastal waters of Mozambique (MZ2); Developing an education and awareness campaign to conserve dugongs in the Bazaruto Archipelago and Mozambique (MZ3); The Bazaruto Dugong protection project (MZ4); Participatory research of additional methods to reduce the impact of the beach seine fisheries on seagrass beds at Vilankulo and Inhassoro (MZ5); and National Facilitating Committee for the GEF Dugong and Seagrass Conservation Project (MZ6). The Ministry of Land, Environment and Rural Development/National Directorate of Environment (MITADER/DINAB) is coordinating the MZ5 and MZ6. 
Under the MZ6, MITADER/DINAB will hire a Legal Consultant with experience in legislation on marine natural resources, and an active history in the Western Indian Ocean to conduct a legal analysis and review of gaps in legislation and policies concerning dugong conservation and seagrass ecosystem management.
2. Expected Outcomes and Deliverables

The Legal Consultant main duties and responsibilities will be to: 

Undertake a thorough legal analysis, identifying the gaps in legislation and policies concerning dugong conservation and seagrass ecosystem management and proposing recommendations for legal and policy improvements. The legal analysis should include but not limit to the following:

· Institutional analysis – decision-making and implementation structure relevant to dugong and seagrass conservation, identifying the strength and weaknesses

· Review of environment, fisheries, tourism, marine transportation and coastal development policies and related strategies and legislation to identify the linkages and safeguards for seagrass and dugong conservation already existing across the policies and identify policy/ strategy conflicts and the gaps with regards to dugong and seagrass conservation;

· Analysis to identify to what extent if any the government of Mozambique has reflected the obligations under different conventions and treaties in the policies and legislation (a list of conventions and treaties is provided in Appendix 1 to the Terms of Reference)
· Develop a list of the existing policies/ agreement/ conventions/ proclaimed areas signed by Mozambique, which have impact on dugong conservation

· Develop a final report with recommendations for legislative and policy reform to improve management of seagrass ecosystems and conservation of dugongs. These may include efforts to: restrict the export of shark fins from Mozambique, reduce or eliminate the use of shark gill nets in Mozambique, reduce degradation of seagrass ecosystems from destructive fisheries and reduce the dugong by-catch. 
The analyst will also be required to deliver a workshop with relevant institutions/ decision-makers in Mozambique.

All reports should be presented in English and Portuguese.
3. Reporting structure

The Legal Consultant will report on a day to day basis to the National Facilitator (NF) and regularly to the National Facilitating Committee (NFC).
4. Qualifications and Competencies

4.1 Education

· Advanced university degree (Masters or Doctoral degree) with qualifying experience in environmental legislation.

4.2 Required Skills

· Very good knowledge and understanding of marine-related policies, strategies and legislation of Mozambique is essential.

· Very good knowledge of Mozambique decision-making and implementation structure related to the scope and objective of these Terms of Reference

· Knowledge of approaches/ methods to policy and legal analysis
· Analytical and goal oriented
· Excellent oral, written, mass and interpersonal communication skills;
· Fully computer literate, including standard PC software (MS Packages, Internet browsers).
4.3 Experience

· At least 8 years of relevant experience in marine resources conservation legislation, including 5 years in Mozambique of advisory experience in marine-related policy development/ improvement, strategy, planning and regulations;

· Knowledge and experience with national and international natural resources legislation;
· Experience with Western Indian Ocean situation.

5.4 Languages

· Fluency in both, Portuguese and English (oral and written).
APPENDIX I – LIST OF TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS

· Treaties, Conventions and Agreements 
· CITES - Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
· CMS or Bonn Convention - Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals
· CBD - Convention on Biological Diversity and the Jakarta Mandate
· ICRW - International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling (convention responsible for establishing the International Whaling Commission - IWC)
· MARPOL Agreement - International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships put into practice by IMO (International Maritime Organization)
· Nairobi Convention or MCEA - Convention for the Protection, Management and Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the Eastern African Region
· Ramsar - Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat
· UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) Regional Seas Programme
· United Nations Agreement on Straddling Fish Stocks (1995)
· UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB)
· United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED): Agenda 21
· UNCLOS - United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea: General provisions
· UNCLOS: Environment Regime
· UNCLOS: Fisheries Regime
· World Heritage Convention (WHC) - Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage
· World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD): Plan of Implementation[image: image1.wmf]
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